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Legislative Rssembly,

Thursday, 21st December, 1933,

PAdE

Questions : 1, Butter-fat prices ; 2, dist.ressct:l l'nmmra
rellet - 2a80
Aborigloes, Roynl Commisston 2080
Personal explanatlon . 2080
Motlon ; Collie coal ... 2680
Bills: Loan, £3,046,000, returned 2691

Constitation Asta. Amendment, ‘Aot 1991, Con
tiouance returned 2001
Purchasers” Protection, Gouncil s amendments .., 2601
Adjournment ; Spacial ... . 2693

Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—BUTTER FAT
PRICES.

Datry Farmers’ Assistance.

Mr. BROCRMAN asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, In view of the enllapse of butter
fat prices and the impossible position in
which dairy farmers are placed to meet
their obligations, is it the intenmtion of the
Government to grant sustenance payments
to distressed farmers to enable the indus-
try to carry on? 2, As the collapse of this
industry would tend to cause further un-
employment, would the Government ap-
proach the Federal Government for assist-
ance to these farmers, if it is beyond the
means of the State to grant relief?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1 and 2, The Government are doing, and will
continue to do, all that is ﬁnanmal3 pos-
sible to enable deserving settlers to remain
on their holdings.

Distressed Furmers’ Relief.

Mr. J. H. SMITH asked the Minister
for Lands: 1, Ou account of the deplor-
ably low prices of butter fat, is he aware
that fully seveniy per cent. of the group
settlers and dairy farmers under Agrieul-
taral Bank eonditions will be compelled to
leave their holdings within the next two
months by reason of sheer privations? 2,
In view of the above faet, will he imme-
diately give instructions that sustenance
payments be made to distressed farmers to
maintain them on their holdings and 1o
provide living for the peeple concerned?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, No. 2, Funds will be provided where
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warranted, to augment the incomes of
seftlers whose holdings have not reached the
stage of productivity nccessary fo maintain
the home,

QUESTION—ABORIGINES, ROYAL
COMMISSION.

Mr., COVERLEY asked the Premier: 1,
In view of the decision of the House, re-
commending the appointment of a Royal
Commission to inquire into the administra-
tion of aborigines in general, when will the
Government announce the personnel of the
Conmission? 2, In view of further reports
in the Press relating to treatment of
natives, will the Governiment expedite the
appointment of the Commission and give it
an unrestricted scope of inquiry?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, It is
hoped to announce the personnel of the
Commission early in the New Year. The
scope of the inguiry will be sufficiently
wide to cover all aspects of the questions
involved.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr. Lambert and a Press repori.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 should like a correc-
tion made of certain words in the Press ve-
port of a speech I made on Tuesday even-
ing. A word was substituted instead of oil
fuel and coal us it referred to the industry
on the goldficlds, when I was comparing it
with the possible effect the use of oil fuel
would have on a goldfields industry, the fire-
wood company. I bope it will be possible
to have this correction made, becanse it con-
veys a wrong impression of my meaning,

MOTION—COLLIE COAL.

Debate resumed from the 19th December
on the following motion (as amended) moved
by Mr. Wilson—

(1) That this House recommend that wher-
ever praeticable 100 per eent. of
native coal be used on all lines of the
railway system of this State with the
exception of the Marble Bar-Port
Hedland railway line, and also that
100 per cent. of native coal be used
in other Western Australian Govern-
ment utilities where coal is required.

(2) Thul a competent bovard of experts be
appointed from all interests identified
with the production, selling, and
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using of Cnllie coal to determine the
basie standard equitable valoe, from
every standpoint, of the native versus
the imported enal from the Commoa-
wealth States, and that =uch stand.
ards shnll have eurrency for 10 years.

(3) That in order to avoid importing coal,
and to safeguard the Railway Depart-
ment  from  under.supplies, rnof-
covered store dumps of Collie eoal be
constructed at various convenient de-
pots throughout the State.

(4) That the Railway Department adopt a
scheme wherchy the mixing of the
hard and soft coals shall lic a finan-
cial improvement on the cost of native
coal as at present supplied to the de-
partment.

(5} That the covering with turpaulins of
wagons of ecoal at the pit’s mouth be
initiated,

(6} That the cost of the tarpauling, ote.,
be refunred from the royalty paid on
the loeal coal;

And on the following amendiment moved by
Mr. Doney—

Insert after **Wherever praeticable,’’ in
line 2, the words, ‘‘and having due regard to

the proteclion of country distriets against risk
of fire.’?

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[+.35]: T hope the hon. member will not
press his amendment.  After all, it is noi tor
us to east any slur on our native fuel.

Mr. Doney: What iz there in the ameud-
ment which wonld constitute a slur?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not say the hon.
member intentionally desives to east a slur.

Mr. Doney: Nor would the amendment so
operate,

Mr. LAMBERT: The precaution which
the hon. membher 1s secking to obtain is now
in operation by the department.

Mr. Latham: The whole motion is redun-
dant, heeause the Commissioner is nlready
doing everything possible.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is totally different
from members exercising their right to aflirm
general principles: it is distinetly different
when the hon, member seeks to add this
amendment to the motion. Would the bon.
member, referring to another loeal industry,
seck to cust an indirect reflection on the
quality of our wheat? I hope the hon. mem-
ber, baving ventilated his views, will not
press this amendment. It is unnecessary,
sinee all the precautions required by him
are now heing earried out,
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Mr. Doney: We accepted a similar amend-
ment on Tuesday last.

Alr. LAMBERT: Amendment to what?

Mr. Doney : To the same paragraph of the
motion.

Mr, LAMBERT: T do not remember any
such amendment.

AMr. Doney: The words “wherever praec-
ticable” were added.

Alr. LAMBERT : At all events they were
certainly not words such o3 these in the
amendment before us: not words having an
indireet meaning such as the hon. member’s
amendment ecarries. I think we ean trust
our officials to see that the interests of the
farming eommunity are fully safeguarded in
the utilisation of coal on the railways, with-
out tacking this amendment to the motion.

MR. MOLONEY (Subiaco) [4.38]: I
join with the previous speaker in emphasis-
ing the desirability of the amendment being
withdrawn. We have already inserted the
words “wherever practicable™.  Arising out
of a zeal that, possibly, is allied to apprehen-
sion, and possibly also through lack of
knowledye of the excellence of this coal,
some of us are apt to deery things when we
are excreising o merely superficial judgment
in vegurd to them. In view of a wireless
message L have received to the effect that the
hon. member 15 not extremely desirous of
proceeding with lis amendment, 1 will say
g mMore.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [440]: No
Western Australian coal receives any ad-
vantage by the witkholding of statements
which very properly might he made. I recall
that not very long ugo there was a number of
fires in the Byford district caused, it was
said, hy the use of Western Australian coal.
We are not going to make that coal any the
betier by hiding the dangers attendant upon
it use. We =hould give protection to those
whose fields abut on railway lines.  The
amendment before us is a perfectly reason-
able one. We are not going to throw coal
dust or any other dust in the eyes of the
people iy refusing to do everything possible
te prolect farms adjacent to railways. I
hape the amendment will be agreed to. There
is nothing of a preferential nature about it;
it is quite fair, and the membher for Collie
himself will sav that even Collie coal has
some demerits.
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MR. CROSS (Canning) [441]: I will
oppose the amendment. | do not think
Collie coal is cansing many more fires pro
rata to Newcastle coal.

Mr. Thorn: You are on the Fire Brigades
Board, so you ought to know what does caunse
fires.

Mr. CROSS: Quite a nwnber of fires
along the railway line are to be found where
Neweastle coal is used. I will give an in-
stance. | have had a trip on the Midland
ratlway, and [ understand the Midland Cow-
pany were using exclusively Newcastle coal.

Mr. Ferguson: When was this?

Mr. CROSS: Bighteen months ago.

Mr. Lathan: The middie of the winter is
4 very awkward time in which to have fires.

Mr. CROSS: It was abont this time of
the year. On that trip five lives were started
by Neweastle eoal. One of them occurred
just before we came to a siding. The train
erew had to carry ont some fire protection
measures in order to save sone railway eot-
tages. That fire was started hy Newcastle
eoal. If' adequate fire hreaks weve laid down
in country districts, as used to be done abont
Wagin and Katanning, there would be neo
more danger from the use of Collie coal than
arises from the use of Neweastle coul, Some
people are always ready to decry anything
belonging to Western Australia, 1 hope the
hon. member will withdvaw his amendment.

THE MINISTER TFOR BAILWAYS
{Hon. J. C. Willcock—Geraldton) [4.43]:
I hope the hou. member will not persist with
his amendment, although of course 1 de not
agree with the remarks of the member for
Canning. Tt is nseless for us to bury our
heads in the sand and declare thal our native
coal is in all respects as good as Newcastle
coal. Certainly Newcastle coal is superior
to Collie eoal as heing less dangercus in the
generation of sparks. However, that does
nob say we should not use Collie coul; rather
should we endeavour to overcome the diffi-
cuifies as far as possible so that we might
use the coal produced in our own State, The
Railway Department has spent tens of thou-
sands of pounds in endeavouring to make a
success of Collie coal, and to a large extent
those efforts have heen successful. We have
spark arresters and other things installed on
our locomotives in order to render safe the
use of Collie conl. Suecessive Governments
have recognised that Collie conl has some
disadvantages, and have recognised also that,
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having a coal of our own, it is for us to de-
sign locomotives which can burn the coal
with good results and without undue risk of
causing fires, That is what has been done.

Mr. Patrick: You camnot take the risk
on many of the steep grades even now,

The MINISTEHR IPOR RAILWAVS:
Succeessive Covernuent and railway admin-
istrations, in eases where it was considered
some extra risk lay in burning Collie coal
in eertain parts of the State for a eom-
paratively hmited time bave used, and will
rontinue to use, other classes of coal. There
s no serious objection to that on the part
of anyone. In the Northampton district
there is a place where the locomotive stands
for half an howr with & dead fire, and on
starting up immediately has to negotiate a
gvade of one in 40 for two or three miles.
Any coal will emit sparks under those con-
ditions.

Mr. Sampson: But the department will
not admit responsibility.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Provided the department take every econ-
eoivable precantion. in the way of appli-
anees to prevent risk, it is deemed that
they have done all they con do, and are
under no liability.

Mr. Sampson: That is rough on the
farmers wha ave adiacent to the railways.

Mr. Latham: Especially il we earry the
motion providing for the nse of 100 per
cent, Collie coal,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The motion says that the House recom-
mends that wherever practicable 100 per
cent. Collie coal shall be used. That is
reasonable, and has always been the policy,
and no one has seriously quarrelled with
it. The Collie coal people know that where
it is considered danger eoxists at certain
times of the yenr. in the interests of safety,
and to conserve the interests of people ad-
jagent to the line, a comparatively small
proportion of Neweastle coal has to he used.
The pplicy is that wherever pradbicable,

100 per cent. of Collie coal is used.
The member tor Collie (Mr. Wilsen)

recognises that fact, and states that he
merely desires the practice to be re-affirmed.
He pointed out that last wear. on aceount
of some murmurs of industrial strife, many
thonsands of tons of Neweastle coal were
brought into the State.

Mr. Wilson: Twenty-seven thousand tons,
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The MINISTER 1POR  RAILWAYS:
I that had been the accepted poliey of
the Government, it would have been his
duty as the representative of the distriet
concerned to wet an aflirmation in this House
of the principle of using Collie coal. The
amendment moved by the Minister for Em-
plovment on Tuesday to include the words
“wherever practicable’” is a reasonable one
in the cireumstances., 1t does not seek to
direct that certain other contingencies re-
ferred to in the motion shall he wiven effect
to. In the eircumstances there is no anarrel
with the Railway Department over what has
been done. We do not want it to be said
that Parliament, after careful consideration
of the subject. has instructed the Govern-
ment, in view of the danger of using Collie
coal, to do certain things to comhbat that
danger. There is no necessity to make a
public statement to that effect. The position
is recognised by the department as well as
by the eoal people. Whenever it is abso-
lutely necessary to alter the principle of
using Collic coal, in the cireumstances out-
lined sueh alteration is made. We do not
want to blazon forth a statement that will
be defrimental to the lpeal product. En-
deavours have heen made to use Collie coal
for bunkering purposes. It has been said
that the eoal is subject to spontaneous com-
bustion and other disabilities. To a great
extent the coal has lived down that name.
It somcone iz thinking of taking Collie coal
for bunkering purposes, and we pass a
motion through Parliament placing a stigma
upon it, the person who is thinking of using
it will assume there is something in the sug-
gestion that it is liable to spontaneous com-
bustion, and irreparable harm may be done
to the industry as a whole. We should do
nothing to prejudice the interests of
ar industry which has done such ex-
cellent service for the State. We were
free from industrial strife both during
and after the war. Other railways in the
Commonwealth were hung up for eoai sup-
plies, but we continued full steam ahead and
our transport serviges were subject to no
snch restrietions.

Mr. Lambert: Our coalfields have been
more free fram industrial troubles than any
other.

Mr. Latham: Do not forget what it has
cost the people of the State.

Alr. Wilsnn: Tt has eost them nothing.
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Mr. Latham: We will go into that ques-
tion,

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Not
on this motion. I appeal to the hon. mem-
ber in the interests of the industry and the
State generally not to press his amendment
at this stage. The ground he seeks to cover
is already covered by the amendment moved
by the Minister for Employment. The
amendment should be withdrawn. It will
not effect any good, but may do serious harm
to the coal industry,

MR. LATHAM (York) [453]: T hope
the member for Williams-Narrogin will not
withdraw his amendment. If this motion is
carried, it must be an instruction to the
railways to yive effect to it.

The Minister for Railways: It is a recom-
mendation.

Mr. LATHAM: If we puss a recommend-
ation it becomes an instruction. Of what
use would it be to pass a pious resolution?
We are a responsible body of men, and we
do not pass irresponsible resolutions. The
Commissioner of Railways would be bound
to take notice of a motion of this sort. The
whole thing is ill-advised in any case. We
know that Collie eoal is used wherever it can
be used and whenever it can he used. It
may be said the motion has been brought
forward because the previous Government
imported 27,000 tons of Neweastle coul. The
Commissioner is charged with the duty of
running the railways and he had to carry
out his duty. Whether his fears are due to
industrial troubles or to anticipated trouble
from the owners of the local mines, he still
has to run the railways.

The Minister for Railways: Do not for-
met the Government also have a responsihil-
ity.

Mr. LATHAM: I do not deny that.

The Minister for Railways: The Govern-
nent have a verv serious responsibility in
the matter.

Mr. LATHAM: I know they have to find
the money. By Act of Parliament we have
handed over the control of the reilways to
the Commissioner and bave definitely stated
what he has to do. Only members of the
salaried statiT receiving about £400 a year
come under the control of the Minister.

The Minister for Raillways: The Govern-
ment have an important responsibility re.
garding the railways.
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Mr. LATHAM: If coal had not been im-
ported, it would have been a sad day for
this State. When we cannot get coal locally
it has to come from overseas. I regret the
necessity for jwporting any coal. There
were only two comparnies operating in the
State, the Amalgamated Collieries and the
Griffin Company. The latter could not sup-
ply the requirements of the railways. The
member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) told me
he was anxious we should endeavour to use
as much Collie conl as possible.  All Gov-
ernments have attempted to do that.

Mr. Wilson: No, they have not.

My, LATHAM: The previous Government
did not impart coal trom choice.

Mr. Wilson: They were stampeded into it

Mr. LATHAM: We could not get the coal
by aeroplane, and it takes fully three weeks
for it to arrive in any case.

Mr. Wilson: There wns
here.

Mr. LATHAM: The Commissioner con-
sulted with the Government and said it was
absolutely necessary to import coal to main-
tain the running of the system. This
oceurred at o period when we could not
atford to hold up the railwayvs.

The Minister for Railways: The Commis-
sioner consults the Government on many
other matters, too.

Mr. LATHAM: This policy of using Collie
coal has been handed down from Government
to Government. I do not think there have
been any changes in that respeet for the tast
15 years. I believe less eoni was imported
under the regime of the previous Govermmnent
than had been imported for many years he-
fore, We had not the money fo send
out of the State. We were also most
anxious to keep our own people employed.
Tt is absurd to suggest that we should not
protect the people throungh whose land the
railways pass. The memhber for North-Tast
Fremantle was with me the other day, and
we saw what happened on the hill the other
side of Greenhills. We alsn saw the trouble
that oecurred in the putting out of the five.
On the return journcy we saw how large an
area of country had been destroved. It is
the individual who suffers, hut the railways
refuse to accept any vesponsibility. We
must lock after the interests of the indivi-
dual, who may otherwise be rnined. I hope
betore this motion iz ecarried serious con-
sideration will he given to the subject. Tf
we agree that 100 per cent. of Collie ¢oal

plenty ol coal
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must he used, the railwayvs must he made
liable for the damage that will occur to ad-
joining properties. It iz reallv only an Act
of Pnarliament which proteets the Commis-
sioner. If the amendment moved hy the
memher for Williams-Narrogin is not agreed
to, T will, next session, endeavonr to see¢ that
some responsthility is placed upon the Com-
missioner.

Mr. Withers: That amendment would not
help the settlers & serap.

Mr. LATHAM: 1t would do something to
temper the motion,

Mr, Moloney : There is a qualification
attached to it.

Mr. LATHARM: If the hon. member were
the Commissioner of Railways, he would have
to aceept the motion as an insiructivn. We
nust be very earcful what we do.

The Minister for Railways: The motion
says “‘where practicable”,

Mr. LATITAM: What does that mean?
 The Minister for Railways: It means what
1t says.

Mr. LATHAM: We are going to put it in
plainer language.  Where there is any
danger of fire to individuals, ns a result of
the use of Collie coal, they should not be
called npon to suffer.

The Minister for Railwavs : Tkere is
always danger from the nse of any roal at
certain times of the year,

Mr. LATHAM: T do net know whelher
there is or not.

The Minister for Railways: I do. I have
seen fires from both Newecastle and Collie
coal.

Mr. LATHAM: What was the eause of
the fires—sparks, or cinders {rom the fire-
box? T have seen pieces of conl dropping
along outside the rails and setting fire to the
country for two or three chains on ecither
side. I have seen more fires from that cause
than from any other.

The Minister for Railways: In that case
there would be contributory negligence, be-
cause precautions can be taken in that re-
gard.

Mr. LATHAM: Bot if one attempis to
throw that responsibility on the Commis-
sioner, he soon protects himself.

The Minister for Railways: The first thing
the Commissioner does is to send out an in-
spector.

Mr. LATHAM: The first thing the Com-
missioner does is to find out whether the
engine had a spark arrester, and whether
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the spark arrester had been tampered with
or not. 1f the report is that there had been
no tanpering. he diselaims liability.  The
House has no right to pass such a mofion
a5 thig if the intention is {o foree the Govern-
ment to use Collie coal irrespective of the
price paid for it, as the Minister said.

The Minisier for Railwavs: I said nothing
of the kind.

Mr. LATHAM: The Minister said it was

hecause the previons Government im-
ported
The Minister for Railways: No. T said

the wover desired the House to affirm the
principle of wsing Collie coul on the rail-
wHys.

Mr. LATHAM: Did not the Minister men-
tion 27,000 tons of Newecastle coal?

The Minister for Railways: No,

Mr. LATHAM: Then I will link it up
with the member for Collie. I know the
Minister has praciical knowledge of the sub-
jeei. 1t is nothing new for him to be Min-
ister for Railways. But it bhe is going to
aceept the responsibility of this motion

The Minister for Railways: The motion
means pothing but what is the actual prae-
tice.

Mr, LATIHAM: Then let us stop discuss-
ing it. Why not ask the mover to withdraw
the motion? While the motion is before the
Chamber, 1 shall support the amendment of
the member for Williams-Narrogin. I will
not, if I can help it, allow one individual
farmer to carry any unfair risk or responsi-
bility. A man can be ruined by just one
train passing his farm.

The Minister for Railways: Do not you
know that cvery reasonable precauntion is
iaken to prevent the runin of any farmer? Do
not gangs wo along the railways to make fire
hreaks?

Mr, LATHAM: The Minister saw the
other day how ineffective fire breaks ecan
be. He saw a fire go right across a pad-
dock, and the gang were half a mile away.

Mr. Wansbrough: What coal was being
used?

Mr, LATHAAM: The hon. member inter-
jecting is aware that I have not stated
whether it was Collie or Neweastle coal. I
did not inquire. It was a goods train last
Friday morning going from Quairading to
Greenhills,

Mr. Wansbrongh: More fires are caused
Iy Neweastle eoal than by Collie eoal.
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Mr. LATHAM: No. I am taking the
Minister's word, the hon. gentleman baving
been on the fire step. The Minister has prac-
tical knowledge. Even along the Great
Southern railway, Newecastle conl iy used.

Mr. Wansbrough: One does not find many
fires along the Gireat Sonthern railway.

Mr. Moloney: What does the Leader of
the Opposition suggest should be done?

Mr. LATHAM: The House ought to de-
feat the motion. Let the matter bhe left to
the responsible person. We have confidence
that the Minister for Railways will see that
the policy of the Government is carried out.
The present Government arve not altering
the policy which they enunciated and carried
into effeet fonr years ago, and which was
continued by the last Government, execpt in
so far as the last Goverument had to pro-
lect the people of the State against the rail-
ways being beld up. If the member for
Collie can assure the House that the depart-
ment will get Collie coal at a reasomable
price—

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 think the hon, mem-
ber had better conline himself to the amend-
ment before the Chair, whieh asks for the
insertion of certain words.

Mr. LATHAM: Nowcastle coal protects
the State. If we are to use 100 per cent.
of Collie coal, some protection must be givex
to the farmer, and that protecfion is con-
tained iz the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for Williams-Narrogin. There is, in
fact, no need for the motion; but if it is
to be carried, then the amendinent must be
carried. I hope hon. members will aceept
their responsibility in this matter, and not
tmerely pass a pious resolution which can
have no effect. The carrying of a motion
of this kind by the Legislative Assembly
will be accepted by the Commissioner fur
Railways as an instroction. If the member
for Collie is willing to withdraw the motion,
the member for Williams-Narrogin will, no
doubt, withdraw his amendment.

Mr. Doney: I should not have much
option in the matter then.

MR. WITHERS {Buanbury) [59]: I
could quite understand the T.eader of the
Opposition making the suggestion he has
just made. had the previons amendment not
heen carricd. However, seeing that the
words “wherever practieahle” have been in-
zerted——

Mr. Latham: What do those words mean?
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My, WITHERS: I am inclined to agree
with the Leader of the Oppusition that the
amendment which Las already been earried
makes the motion at mest a pious resolutiou.
Still, the amendment of the member for
Willigms-Narrogin will not help one jota.
Collie ¢oal has been used on our railways for
a period almost historie, During the last 15
yeoars fires have been infrequent as cow-
pared with the days gone by. The insertion
of the words “wherever practicable” en-
tirely does away with the need for the pre-
sent amendment. Precautions are already
taken by the Railway Department. I have
had 25 years’ experience of locomotive driv-
ing, and during the whole of that period I
used Collie eoal, and during 13 years of it
Newecastie coal as well. I am in a position
to state that where Collie c¢oal is burnt,
every possible precaution is faken. Wet
bags are provided on the locomotive, and
every fire started is put out. The memher
for Willinms-Narrogin will not do any good
by persevering with his amendment.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 13
Noes 25
Majority against 12
AYEE.
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Bampson
Mr. Keenan Mr, Seward
Mr, Latham Mr. Stubbs
Mr. McDonald Mr. Thorn
Mr.. Maon Mr. Warner
Mr. Patrick Mr. Doney
Mr. Piesge {Teller )
Noka,
Mr. Brockman Mr. Munsle
Mr. Olottiar Mr. Needham
Mr. Collier Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Coverley AMr. Sleeman
Mr. Cross Mr, F. 0. L. Smih
Mr. Hegney Mr. Tonkin
Mjgs Helman Mr. Troy
Mr, Jobnson Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Kenneplly Mr, Willcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wise
Mr. McCallum Mr., Withera
Mr. Millington Mr. Wilaon
Mr. Moloney (Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
I move an amendment—

That in paragraph (1) after the words
f{also that,’’ in line 6, there be inserted
""wherever practicable,’’

Amendment put and passed.

Hon. N. KEENAN : Paragraph (2) of
the motion eontains a proposal that T do not
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think cither the House, the Government or
the Minister should agree to. Ii sets up a
standard that has to be maintained without
interference for a period of ten years. ls it
the duty of this House to tell the Comnis-
sioner of Railways what he shall do? Then
in paragraph (3), the Railway Department
is to be instructed to establish roof-covered
store dmups at various depots throughout
the State lo protect Collie coal. In my
apinion, the whole ot the paragraphs from
{2) to (6) shonld be rejected by the House.
It scems to me ridiculous to suggest that the
Comnisstoner should be teld what he must
do,

Mr. Wilson: On a point of order, did L
not understand the ntember for Nedlands tor
suggest, when the motion was last dealt with,
that the paragraphs of the motion should he
taken seriatim, and that you, Mr. Spenker,
said that course should be adopted.

Mr. SPEARKER: No, I said nothing of
the sort. The guestion before the Chair is
that the molion, as nmended, he azreed to.
The member for Nedlands ean deal with the
paragraphs separately or he can move to
delete inem en bloe.

Hon. N, KEENAN: |
ment—

move an amend-

That aavagraph 2 be struck out.

I do not think it necessary to advance any
further reasons than I have already indi-
cated, particularly in view of the faei tbhat
it is proposed that the standards fixed hy
the suggested board of experts shall have an
uninterrupted conrrency for ten years,

Mr. Wilson: T would agree to striking out
that part.

Mr. WISE: | would not like to see such
a drastic artion taken as the member for
Nedlands suggests, in view of the motives
that actunte the member for Collie, who is
putting up a fight for the product of his
constituency.  Perhaps he has been a little
too all-embracing in each of the paragraphs
of his motion, but I think we eould ngree to
it in - modified form. T will move an amend-
ment.

Mr. SUBAKER : T cannet acrept any
amendment on the amendment seeing that
the amendment is to strike out the whole
paragraph.

Mr. MOLONEY: I oppose the amend-
ment, although I object to that part of the
paragraph that specifies a currency for ten
vears for the standards to be set up by the
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board of experts. |t i= (uite possible that
values may alter considerably during  ilag
period.  While I agree with the principle
that animated the member for Nedlands in
moving the amendment, I cannot follow him
in jettisoning the whole paragraph. ! will
support the amendment that I know the
member for {iascoyne intend= to move.

Mr. SPEAKER: | eannot accept auy
amendment from the member for Gascovne.
It the House rejects the amendment, it will
have endorsed the paragraph and it will not
be possible for that paragraph to be
amended.  The only way by which an
amendment could he moved would be for the
member  for Nedlands  to withdraw  his
amendment.

Hon, N, KEENAN: In accovdance with
your suggestion, Mr. Speaker, | ask leave to
withdraw my amendment for the time being.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Mr. WISE: I move an amendinent—

That afier *“that’’ in line 1 of paragraph
2 the words ““this House recommends’’ be in-
serted.

Mp U Co Lo SMITH: T would like to
know the weaning of the paragraph. 1 @
board of experts i= to determine the “hasic
standard equitable value, from every stand-
point, of the native versus imported” coal, |
want to know \\'llill, |lv Hgans.

Mr. SPEANIER: Order! The hou. memn-
her can oniy diseuss the question whether or
not this House recommends.

My, I C. L, SMITH: But the question
arises as to whether we ¢an recommend.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: To whom sre we
to recommend?

Mr. SPEAKER: | dy not know,

Hon. W. DL JOHUNSON: Ts the pecomn-
mendalion tn he xent to the Government or
{n the Minister?

Mr. Latham: Not to the Minister. who is
here to vote on the question.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Is i{ suggesied
that the House shall make the recommenda-
tion to the Commissioner of Railways?
Surely we have had enough interference with
Collie coal arrangements to last us for some
eonsiderable time. ¥ do not think we shonld
make any further recommendations. I would
pot mind making a recommendation on a
subject eoncerning which the House is com-
petent to express an opimion. We cannof
express an opinion on any question unless
we hear both sides. In this instance we will
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hiave one side only. It is suggested that we
shall make a tecommendation to somneone—
we o not know who it is we are to make
the recommendation to—to de various things.
We are to take that action without hearing
anyone in rebuttal or explanation, Before
we attempt to do anything of that sort, a
seleet committee should investigate the ques-
tion and devise some means by which those
who are charged with the responsibility of
operating the railways and making them an
economie suceess, shall be able to exercise
sound judgment regarding expenditure on
fuel, which is an outstanding part of the
railway expenditnre,
The Minister for
£250,000 annually,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I suggest it
would he wrong to make a recommendation
in sueh cireumstances, more particularly as
we know perfectly well that we are getting
vnte side of the question only.

Mr. Ferguson: We have just had a Royal
Commission to inguire into matters affecting
Collie coal.

Hon. W. 1. JOHNSON: I do not desire
to go into that phase. We have had enough
of Collie coal, and I wouid advise Collie
coal interests to leave this matter well alone.
Let them take a holiday from agitation, and
settle down to work.

The Premier: We are just trying to settle
up.

Hon. W. I JOHNSON: Yes, I suppose
the Premier is pecnliariy interested in en-
deavouring to settle up the matter.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! I hope the hon.
memnber will not wander into a diseussion on
that subject.

Hon. W.D. JOENSON: No, Mr. Speaker,
but it would he diseourteous on my part no
to reply to the Premier.

Mr. SPEAKER: But quite out of order.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I suggest to the
Coliie people that they leave well alone.
They have had enough publicity. There is
quite enough public opinion formed regard-
ing Collie ¢oal, its management, production,
and mine working to take into consideration
snch pbases as to whether the undertakings
are up-to-date or are to continue under the
old method. If they are wise, they will let
things straighten ont and aillow the Govern-
ment to deal with those phases that they have
been advised require close attention. Par-
liament would act wisely if it left well alone,
and refrained from making any further

Railways: Involving
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reconuneudations. If he persists in  his
amendment, the member for Gascoyne shonld
inform the House as to whether the recom-
mendation is to the Minister or to the Com-
missioner of Railways. If it is fo the Miu-
ister, he does not require any such recom-
mendation. The P’remier has indicated that
his Govermment are already fully cceupied
in connection with Collie coal matters. If
the recommendation is to be made to the
Commissioner, then 1 suggest it is the duty
of Parliament to wateli the management, and
judge it by results. It we start tinkering
with the management and tell the Commis-
sioner what he must do, we shali cease to
play the part of crities, We must enconr-
age good management and discourage bad
management, without interfering with de-
tails of the workings at all.

Mr. MOLONEY : 11 15 for the reasons ad-
vanced by the member for Guildford-Mid-
land in opposition ta the amendment that 1
intend to support the proposal ot the mem-
ber for Gascoyne. 'There is no doubt that
to a timorous individual like the member for
Guildford-Midland, one who is at ail tines
chary about embarking upon any eourse that
may suggest dietation to someoue else, the
amendment may not appeal, but to those who
desire to obtain an opiuion regarding the
guality of the coul, the suggestion that we
shall, rather than be dictatorial, tone down
the motion so that it may go forward in
the form of a rvecommendativn to a
responsible authority, has some appeal
The member for Guildford-Midland argued
that we should assess the value of the coal,
and the amendment supplies the answer to
the request contained in his remarks. The
kon. member lauded the Minister. The Min-
ister is fully seized with the position and is
able to recognise the value of any sugges-
tion submitted. No harm will be done by
the mere fact of the House recommending
certain lines of action. It will not be in-
ciumbent upon the Minister to do that which
we recommend; it will merely rest with the
Minister or with the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, if he thinks fit, to give effect to the
reeommendations made by us. But for this
amendment, T wonld have voted for the
amendment of the memhber for Nedlands,
recornising the need for what the membar
for Guildford-Midland fears, The amend-
ment is essential if we desire to ascertain
the true economir value of the rommodity
and  whether that value is enmmensurate
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with the price being paid for it. We merely
intimate that it' the responsible authority
considers that an investigation should be
made by a competent board of experts, it
should be made. For those rensons I sup-
port the amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Avyes .. .. .. 2b
Noes .. .. oo 14
Majority for .. oo 11
AYES
Mr. (alhiar Mr. Needham
Mr. Collier Mr. Nulsen
Mr. Coverley Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Croas Mr, O L Smith
Mr. Hegney Mr, Tonkin
Miss Heolmaa Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnson Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lambers Mr. Wilson
Mr. McCallum My, Wise
Mr. Millington Mr. Withers
Mr. Mologey Mr. Raphael
Mr. Munsie (Teller
Noza,
Mr. Brockmun Mr, Patrick
Mi. Fergusen Mr. Piesse
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Sampson
Mr. Keenan Mr. Seward
Mr. Latham Mr. Thorn
Mr. MeDoanld Mr. Warner
Mr Mann Mr. Doney
{Teller.)

Amendment thus passed,

AMr, WISE: I move an amendment—

That the words at the e¢nd of paragraph 2
““and that such standards have a curreney for
ten years’’ he struck out.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: To give the
member for Subiaeo another opportun-
ity to make aispeech, I wish to offer a few
comments. Would the board of experts be
a standing committec? Would they be per-
petnally emploved? Coal does not remain
constant in quality, even for a week. There
are seams and seams.

Mr. Tambert: So it seems.

Mr. SPEAKFER: The only ruestion ho.
fare the Chair ic the striking out »f eortain
wnrds,

Hon. W. T, JOHNSON: Tn the circum-
stances T cannot help the member for
Snhiaco.

Mr. LATHAM: Tf the words are struck
ont. shall we hgve an opportunity to nega-
tive the whole of paragrapk 29

Mr. SPEAKER: Tf the words are struck
ont. the House will have decided that the
other words stand.
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Hon. N. KEENAN: [ understood that 1
withdrew my amendment to allow of the
amendment being moved by the member for
Gascoyne and that atter it had been dealt
with, ny amendment would be put to the
vote in ihe ordinary way.

Mr. SPEARER: 1t does not work out
quite as simply as that. The member for
Nedlands withdrew Lis amendment to enable
the Hounse to decide whether it would insert
the words propased hy the member for Gas-
covne. The Mouse has decided to insert
them. The House sn far has decided npon
the opening words of paragraph 2, “That
this Honse recommends that.” Any part of
the paragraph subsequent to thoge worde
may he dealt with,

The PREMIER.: Even if the amendment
now hefore us be carried, it would be guite
competent for the Honse subsequently to
vote ouf the whole of the wmotion as
amended ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.

The PREMTER : T think the House wonld
he wize to vote ont the whole lot afterwards.

Hon. ¥. REENAN: Assnming the amend-
ment i= earried, will the dizeussion he con-
fined within limits. or will the whole para.
granh az smended he onen for disenssion?

AMr QPRARFER: Ves.

The Premier: The mobion will he open
for diseussion bnt not the paragraph.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I move an amen.l-
ment—

That =l the words of the pavagraph
after ‘‘that’’ where it occurs for the second
time be struck out.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Gaos-
cceyne kas an amendwment hefore the Chair.
If the member for Nedlands desires to move
his amendment, the member for Gascoyne
will first have to withdraw his amendment
temporarily. The hon. member withdrew
in order to allow the member for Gascovne
to move his amendment.

Mr. WISE: Out of consideration for the
member for Nedlands, I ask Teave fo wilh-
draw my amendment.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Hon. ¥. KEENAXN: T move an amend-
ment—

That in paragraph 2 all the words after
t*This Housc recommends that’’ he strock
out.

It is unnecessary for me to cover the gronnd
again.
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AMr. WILSON: pemaps 1 may undee-
stand the position after 2 few minutes, if
given a chance, but at present I cannot
understand what the member for Nedlancls
means by his amendment. Tf the amend-
ment he passed, nothing will he left.

Mr. PPatrick: That is so.

Mr. WILSON: There is no standard
euitable value fixed for Collie coal and the
sooner it is fixed, the better it will he tor
all eoncerned.

Mr. Moloney: Hear, hear!

Mr. WILSON: The frst attempt to fix
basic values was made in 1905 by Dr. Jack
who laid down the proportion of 133 tons
of Coliie coal to 100 tons of Neweastle coal.
Locomotive tests were made on engines be-
longing to the department. In 1906 the
proportion was again laid down at 133 tons
of Collie conl to 100 tons of Newcastle conl.
In 1907 Messrs. Hume and Evans—the lat-
ter, the present Commissioner of Railways
—said the proportion was 142 of Collie coal
to 100 of Newecastle coal. In 1916-17 the
Government appointed a Royal Commission
consisting ol Professor Woolnough, Mr. 13,
W. Simpson (formerly Public Service Con-
missioner), and myself to consider the ques-
tion of values. We had independent tests
made by ratlway officers, and that is all I
am asking to-day. The railway representa-
tives were drivers and firemen and Mr.
Appleby, an officer of the department, who
wag afterwards killed in the war, and Mr.
Limb, who is still in the depariment, was
the coal tester. All those gentlemen were
employed on the tests and the Commission
had the services of Mr. Butecher, who at the
time was cngineer for the State Shipping
Service. The tests were made and all data
collected, and it was agreed that the propor-
tions were 1138 tons of Collie coal to 100 ton:
of Newcastle coal, [ challenge the House
to say that there has been an independeni
test made since that date—1916-17. If the
new year brings forth a lot of trouble, we
can remember that the Commissioner ir
1906-7 said that the relative figures wer
142 tons of Collic coal to 100 tons of New
castle coal. The same gentleman only twc
vears ago gave the figures as 155 tons to 10(
fons, and no test was made on which to bas
those fizures. 1 appeared as a witness he
fore Dr. Herman anrd I know that Dr, Her
man did not eonduct a single test of Colli

coal at any period. THe relied upor
ex-parte statements. T challenge con
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tradiction when I make this assertion. The
other day, at the conference held in the
Premier’s room, the Commissioner of Rail-
ways admitted that be had never taken a
test, and yel while he gave the fizures as 155
tons, Dr. Herman in his report made them
150. Who gave Dr. Henman the right to
make this declaration without a test? It
the figure according to the Commissioner is
155, then we have been beating the com-
panies apd the men all through. The tests
should settle once and for all the price
issue. The Premier must be tired of it all.
The Premier: I am very tired of it.

Mr. WILSON: The companies have not
heen aeting fairly, and the Commnissioner has
increased his figures from 142 to 155 tons.
I only want a test so that value can be set
against value.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Suppose coal values
fluetuate in the mext wonth ov two, what
will happen then?

Mr. WILSON : There has been no fluctua-
tion in calorific tests for the past 27 years.
My friend, when speaking, said that the
Collie people should adopt  up-to-date
methods. The Collic mines have the best
muchinery in the world and my friend can
verify that by referring to the Mines Depart-
ment records. All T ain asking is that a test
shall he conducted and that each party shall
have at least one man te look after its in-
terests. I believe that the Conunissioner has
agreed to a test at which the other side can
be represented. He will give the Griffin
Company the opportunity to be reprosented,
which will be all right.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Lf he is going tu do
that, why give him fuvther directions!

Mr. WILSON: He is doing it for ounly
one company. 1 am only asking for a {aiv
and independent test and then all will be
well as far as 1 am concerned.

The PREMIER: | am going o support
the amendment and atterwards vote against
the motion. Whatever may be said in sup-
port of o fest, I submit that the time is
wholly inopportune to bring the question
forward now. The Ruailway Department arve
engaged at the present time in a serious dis-
pute with the coal eompanies with regard 1o
thair  obligations under an  agreement i
respeet of money that is owing by at least
one of the eompanies to the department, and
which that eompany refuses to pay. If the
House deeides that we are to have an inde-
pendent tost ar thiz Juncture. I want nen-
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bers to bear in wind that the contract for
the sapply of coal to the railways expires
at the end of February, that is, the contract
which was governed by the recent Arbitra-
tion Court award, and all portents are that
the companies will refuse to tender for
future supplies at anything approaching the
price of the recent award. Whether that
award was a fair one or not, T am not in »
position to judge. However, it was the re-
sult of an exhaustive inquiry, but of the com-
panies say that they cannot earry on ab that
price, they will tender al a figure which they
consider will be suitable to themselves, and
they will rely upon any backing they ean get
from this Parliament; and when it comes
to an argument or diseussion upon the sub-
mission of new tenders at the end of Fol-
viary, they will use this motion u= n basis
aned dvefare that they have not received a fair
price for their coal in comparison with the
value of the coul from New South Wales,
They will argue us a Justification for a mueh
higher price, a price that they will attempt
lo dictate, that they have been under-paid in
comrparison  with New South Wales coal.
Whatever mny be said in favour of inde.
pendent tests being made, whether desirable
or not, ¥ submit that the moment is cntirely
mepportune for any tests to he made. What
the inquiry lias done, and what the general
understanding has heen, is that the Govern-
ment will tauke practically the whole of their
supplies from Collie, subject to a price that
will cover the cost of production and leave
a fair margin of profit for the companies,
The policy of the State is to take local eonl,
irrespeetive of the relative value of New
South Wales coal, but, as T have =aid, at a
prico that will cover the cust of production
and leave a fair margin of profit for the
conpanies, thonzh nwot the margin of profit
that the compunies have been drawing in the
past.  That iz the position that has been
arrived at between the Rallway Department
aud the eompanies, and so the lest would be
of no value. T will vote for the amendment
and | hope that at this juncture the House
will not, hy careying the motion in any form,
huliress the altitmde of the companies that
ire not wmeeting their signe ] contracts with
the Railway Department at the present time,
but which are now shivking their obligations.
1 hope that the companies in the attitude
that they have adopted will not receive any
support From the House.

Amendment put and declared earried,
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Mr. WILSON : Divide.

Mr, SIPEAKER: There was only one
*No.”" The IHouse having decided to
strike out all words after ‘‘that,”’
the second paragraph is reduced teo
an  absurdity. The ecustom 1is for the
Speaker to use his own discretion and
strike out the words that are left. I shall do
that. The question before the Chair now is
that the inotion, as amended, be agreed to.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
As the member for Nedlands does not pro-
pose to move in the direetion that be indi-
cated, T will therefore move a further
amendment—

That paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 6 be struck out.

T am concerned with the local-product as-
pect of the question and I think we can all
subscribe to the first paragraph of the
motion, which has been amended, and sup-
port the proposal that, wherever practie-
able, 100 per cent. Collie coal! should be
used.

My, Patriek:
ment’s hands.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
We bave amended the first paragraph to

That is in the Govern-

tead that wherever practicable 100 per gent.

Collie eoal shall be used on the railways,
and we do not want to register n voie
against that. I hope the other clanses will
be struck out, after which the House, by
supporting Clause 1, can indieate that it
agrees with the principle of burning 100
per cent. of Collie coal on our railways
wherever practieable.

Amendment put and passed.

Question, as amended, put and a division
taken with the following result:—

Ayes .. .- .- Lo 24
Noes - . .. .. 13
Majority for .. .. 1L
AYES.
Mr. Brockman Mr. Muosia
Mr. Olothler i\}r. ;nlsen
Mr. 113 Mr. Sleeman
\%: ggo,'f' Mr. F. C. L. Smith
Mr. Hegney Mr. Tenkin
Hiss Holman Mr. Troy
Mr. Johnson Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Kenneally Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wilsan
Mr. MeCallum Mr. Wise
Mr, Milllngton Mr. Withers
Mr. Moloney Mr. Raphael
{Teller.)
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Nozs,

Mr. Fergusou Mr. Piesse

Mr. Grifiiths Mr, Sampson

Mr. heepan Me, Seward

Mr. Latham Mr, Thorn

Mr. McDonald Mr, Warner

Mr, Mann Mr. Doney

Mr. Patrick {Teller.)

Question, as amended, thus passed.

Nilting suspended from 6.4 to 8.25 p.m.

BILLS (2) RETURNED.
1, Loan, £3,946,000,
2, Constitution Acts Amendment Aect,
14931, Continuance.
Without ainendment.

BILL—PURCHASERS' PROTECTION.
Council’s Amendments.

Returned from the Couneil with n
schedule of 11 amendments which were now
considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Withers in the Cliair; the Minister
for Employment in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2—Insert after the word
“of” (frst oceurring) in the first line, the
words “Section 11 and.”

The MINISTER FUOR EMPLOYMENT:
The member for Collie secured the insertion
of a new clause with retrospective effect,
and it became necessary to insert a refer-
eunce to it in Clause 2. The amendinent is
really consequential on the insertion of the
new clause. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to,

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 2—In the second line, de-
lete the word ‘-eleven’’ and substitute the
word “twelve.”’

On wotion by the Minisier for Fmploy-
ment the foregoing amendment was conse-
quentinily agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 3—DBefore tle Jefinition of
“Deposit” inzert the following :—* ‘Contract’
whenever herein used shall mean a contract
for the sale and purchase of suhdivisional
land.”

The MINTSTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
“Contraet” was considered to he sofficiently
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defined i the Bill, but I bave no objection
to a speeific actinition in Clause 3. § move—

‘Thar the sucnamen. ve agieed Lo,

Question put and passed; the Couneil's
amendment ugreed to.

No. 4. Cunse o, oUotiiuee (2} —ansert
after the word “purchaser,” in line 30, the
words “within the said period of seven
da),s'”

The MINISTeL FUR EMPLOY MENT:
A contract may be repudisted by n pur-
chaser by notice in writing to the vendor,
ang the amendment proposes a limitation of
seven days. Anocther place bhas agreed to a
provision to give the purchaser seven days
in which to view the land, and then four
days more in which to repudiate the contract,
and henee the amendment is unhecessary. 1
ame prepared to accept u modification to read
“within the last mentioned period” which
would refer to the four days after the in-
speetion, | move—

That the amendment e modified by strik-
ing out ‘‘said period of seven days’’ and in-
serting in lieu the words ‘‘last-mentioned
period.””’

Mr. SEWARD: It would appear to be
against the spirit of the clanse if we agreed
to the stipulation of a shorter period.

The MINISTER FOR ©BMPLOYMENT:
Seven days are allowed in which to view
the land, and four days in which to repu-
diate, and we cannoi now provide that a
purchaser may repudiate within seven days.

Mr. Latham: That is right; the purchasea
really has 11 days in which to repudiate.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Yes, if he takes a week in which to view the
land. If he viewed the land on the first Jday
after the contract was made, he would have
only five days in which to repudiate.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment, as modified, agreed to.

No. 5. Clanse 6, Subelause (1).—Insert
after the word “may,” in line 7, the words
“by notice in writing delivered to the ven-
dor within the said last-mentioned peried.”

The MINISTER ¥OR EMPLOYMENT:
A purchaser is allowed fourteen days after
the execution of the contract in wkich to
examine the title of the vendor. The amend-
ment reqnires the notice to be in -writing
and links it up within the period of 14
days, T move-—

That the amendment be agreed to.
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Question put and passed:; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 6. Clause 6, Subeclause (3).—~Insert
the words “last mentioned” before the word

“period,” in line 18.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The ohject of the amendment is to define
the period of 14 days previously referred
to. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 7. Clause 6, Subelause (3).—Delete
the word “aforesaid” in line 19.

On motion by the Minister for Employ-
ment the foregoing amendment was conze-
quentially agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 8.—Delete all the words
after the word “sale,” in line 10, down to
and including ¥1913,” in line 15.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Clanse § provides for a purchaser's signa-
ture to a contract to be witnessed hy certain
people. The amendment proposes to strike
out all reference to those special witnesses.
Some of the trouble experieneced has been
due fo the fact that any person eould witness
a contract sighed for the sale of subdivisional
land. A man running a land ageney would
be availahle to act as witness for a man
running another land agency. We desire
that the witnesses be the people preseribed.
L move—

That the smendment he not agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’'s
amendment not agreed to.

No. 9. Clanse 9, Subelause (1).—Delete
all the words after the word “agreement,”
in line 31, down to and including the word
“woman,” in line 34.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The eoffect of the amendment would be that
a married woman, whom we propose to pro-
tect, would he protected up to the stage of
showing inability to continue with the con-
tract. If she has completed the eontraect,
there is no need to give her protection. I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Members find it very
difficult to follow the amendments. Appar-
ently the Minister is the only one who has a
copy of them. If we have fo deal with
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other amendments from another place in the
game manner, we shall have the utmost idif-
ficulty to understand them.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMEXNT:
Some 14 copies of the amendments lave
been distributed, and I observed a member
in front of the wember for Perth hanling
a copy of the amendments to him.

AMre. Needham: Why sheuld not every
member have a copy? ;

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
That shows that some members, apart from
the Minister, have copies.

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Neo. 10. Clause 11, line 6.—Deleic the
words “the provisions of the preceding sen-
tion and.”

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Clause 11 gives to any persou, who has
entered into a contract hefore the passing
of this measure, the right to {ake fall ad-
vantage of Clauses 10 and 12, and therefore
the right to apply to the court for relief.
The court wonld have the power to say
whether the land should go back to the ven-
dor with a penalty not cxeeeding 25 per
rent. of the purchase price. Both the furni-
ture and the home of the purchaser would
he free from proceedings for distraint. The
amendment wonld deny to a person who had
entered into a contract hefore the passing
of the measure relief by having the land
retransferred to the vendor.

AMr. Latham: Tt does away with the retro-
spective effect,

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Tt gives retrospeetive effect as regards pro-
tection of the honsc and furnituve.

Mr. Latham: T meant as rvegards return-
ing the land to the vendor.

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
That is so. I prefer to have the Bill with
that amendment rather than no Bill at all.
The amendiment will give some protection,
and for that reason T move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. THORN: 1hile I appreciate the
Minister’s desire to have the Bill passed,
T regret that the real feature of the pro-
posal by the member for Collie has heen
defeated. That was to give purchasers
previous to the passing of the neasure the
richt to go to the rourt and obtain relief,
Undonhtedly many people who have en-
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tered into contracts, partienlarly with the
firm of Land and Homes, are suffering. I
knew of some who are threatened with
hankruptey by the firm. I was hopeful
that another place would agree to that pro-
vision, though [ liad my doubts abemt it.

Question put and passed: the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 11.—New clause—After Clause 13
insert a new clause to stand as Clause 14
as follows:—-‘This Aect shail not apply to
a sale by auction of subdivisional land, nor
to a sale of any lot in any subdivision made
by or for or on bhehalf of a seller who has
not himself created the subdivision for the
purpose of effecting the =ale of the land in
subdivisional lots or aequired the land for
that purpose after the subdivision thereof,
If any person aecquires land after subdiv-
ision, and sells or causes to he sold fwo or
more lots of such land, the anus shall be
upon him in any proceedings to establish
that he did not aequire such land for the
purpose of selling the same in snhdivisional
lots.’?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
The first part of the new clanse is redund-
ant, because provision to that effect has
been made in the definition of *'Sale.”’
Our object has been to protect people
against firms who have heen selling subdiv-
isonal lots on a large seale. 1t is not pro-
posed to interfere with a person who sells
one block. The latter portion of the amend-
ment will improve the measure. [ move—

That the amendment he agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions  reported and the report
adopted. A committee eonsisting of Messrs,
Needham, MeDonald, and Kenneally drew
up reasons for disagreeing to one amend-
ment, and for agreeing to one subject to a
modification. Reasons adopted and a mes-
sage accordingly returned to the Couneil.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE PREMIER (Hon. T. Collier—
Boulder) [9.12]: I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
In-morrow at 2.30 p.m.

Question put and passed.

House adjorurned at 9.13 pm.



